FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
New EVFTA Customs Duties on Automobile Silicone Parts Interesting for EU Car Makers
European car makers can now benefit from General Silicones Vietnam Factory
Hsinchu, Taiwan, September 10, 2020 - Specialist silicone products manufacturer, General Silicones (TPEx: 4730), is perfectly placed to deliver the benefits of the new EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) to European automobile makers, automotive industry suppliers, consumer electronics and other industries. General Silicones (GS) can achieve this thanks to the company’s state-of-the-art highly-automated factory in Vietnam (a direct offshoot of GS’s Taiwan headquarters) which opened in 2018, manufacturing silicone rubber products and materials.
EVFTA Agreement Offers Cost Reductions
The EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) removes most customs duties on trade between the EU and Vietnam. Naturally, this makes Vietnam an even more attractive manufacturing partner for European companies. The agreement, 10 years in the making, began to come into effect at the beginning of August 2020. 
One-Stop Automotive Silicone Products Supplier for Car Manufacturers
General Silicones (GS) Vietnam factory is located in the North of the country, and already supplies local car factories of leading Asian brands with products from three key product lines:
· Silicone raw materials: Customized material mixing compound with R&D engineering support of color masterbatch from the company’s Taiwan HQ.
· Automobile silicone parts: Professional molding and surface treatment capability, such as protective coating, silk screen printing, and laser etching processes. Parts supplied include vehicle keypads, switches, gaskets, O-rings, seals, sensor damping, sensor seals, and wipers.
· Functional silicone sheet: Custom-made functional silicone sheets and films post-processing of six major product series and its shipments are prepared at Vietnam factory based on customer’s specifications. GS can provide Light Shielding Sheets for display use and Thermal Interface Material (TIM) for all types of equipment that require heat conduction.

The factory is centered on an automated production line, mainly for the processing of molded silicone products, and features four 6-axis spray painting robot systems. While the factory is already fully-operational and serving customers, GS continues to upgrade and expand the facility and equipment. In the near future, the factory will also be able to provide vivid color raw materials, and perform automotive silicone product molding and various surface treating technologies, and multi-function silicone sheets and films (like ACF bonding cushion sheet, light shielding sheet, silicone foam sheet, thermal conductive sheet, electro-conductive sheet, reinforcement silicone composite sheet, and other customized sheet solution). 
Ideal Partner for Automotive and Consumer Electronics Parts and Products
The GS Vietnam factory’s products are particularly suitable for automotive, medical, and consumer electronics industry customers. With over 50 years experience in the manufacturing of silicone products, GS is an ideal partner for the strict requirements of the automobile industry. Electronics and medical companies take as well advantage of the rich experience of GS supplying the high quality demand of Taiwan’s IT and medical Industry.

Please visit the Automotive Silicone Parts section for more information. 
About General Silicones
General Silicones (GS) was founded in 1970 in Taipei, Taiwan, and is now represented worldwide – including Europe, China, Japan, and South East Asia countries. GS is not only a major distributor of silicone materials, but also an active silicone products manufacturer with ISO 9001, IATF 16949, and ISO 14001 certifications. The company has manufacturing plants in Hsinchu, Taiwan; Wujiang, China and Bac Giang, Vietnam. With decades of experience in this field, GS has the ability and capacity to provide a wide range of silicone products for many industries including medical, automobile, consumer products, electronics and IT. GS listed on Taiwan emergent stock market in 2011 (TPEx: 4730). For more information about GS, please visit http://www.generalsilicones.com. 
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